Message

From: Arcaute, Francisco [Arcaute.Francisco@epa.gov]
Sent: 10/11/2017 1:02:05 PM
To: Bassler, Rachel [Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov]; Singer, Joshua [Singer.Joshua@epa.gov]; Rowan, Anne

[rowan.anne@epa.gov]; Breen, Barry [Breen.Barry@epa.gov]; Lowery, Brigid [Lowery.Brigid@epa.gov]; Colip,
Matthew [colip.matthew@epa.gov]; Kaplan, Robert [kaplan.robert@epa.gov]; Mitchell, James
[mitchell.james@epa.gov]; Ballotti, Doug [ballotti.douglas@epa.gov]; Borries, Samuel [borries.samuel@epa.gov]; El-
Zein, Jason [el-zein.jason@epa.gov]; Brown, Jaime [brown.jaime@epa.gov]; Benning, Brad
[benning.bradley@epa.gov]; Behnke, Kristina [behnke.kristina@epa.gov]; Grantham, Nancy
[Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov]; Cannon, Phillippa [Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov]; Woolford, James
[Woolford.James@epa.gov]; Cheatham, Reggie [cheatham.reggie@epa.gov]; Mankowski, Matthew
[mankowski.matthew@epa.govl; Alcamo, Thomas [alcamo.thomas@epa.gov]; Drexler, Timothy
[drexler.timothy@epa.gov]; Hilosky, Nick [Hilosky.Nick@epa.gov]; Deamer, Eileen [deamer.eileen@epa.gov]; Kaiser,
Steven [kaiser.steven@epa.gov]; Vega, Sonia [vega.sonia@epa.gov]; Pope, lanet [Pope.Janet@epa.gov]; Kelley, Jeff
kelley.jeff@epa.gov]; Beckmann, Ronna Erin [beckmann.ronna@epa.gov]; Ostermeier, Jennifer
Ostermeier.Jennifer@epa.gov]; Fortin, Denise [Fortin.Denise@epa.gov]; Korleski, Christopher
korleski.christopher@epa.gov]; Guerriero, Margaret [guerriero.margaret@epa.gov]; Milbourn, Cathy
Milbourn.Cathy@epa.gov]; Konkus, John [konkus.john@epa.gov]; Harwood, Jackie [Harwood.Jackie@epa.gov];
Bucci, Anthony [bucci.anthony@epa.gov]; Ross, Anthony [ross.anthony@epa.gov]; Davis, Patrick
[davis.patrick@epa.gov]; Garypie, Catherine [garypie.catherine@epa.gov]; Kelly, Albert [kelly.albert@epa.gov];
Falvo, Nicholas [falvo.nicholas@epa.gov]; Fulghum, Mary [fulghum.mary@epa.gov]; Reshkin, Karen
[Reshkin.Karen@epa.gov]; Nowotarski, Allison [nowotarski.allison@epa.gov]

CC: DORIAN.S.HAWKINS@hud.gov; Siedschlag, Gregory [Siedschlag.Gregory@epa.gov]; Joel.A.Foreman@hud.gov; Lang,
Annette (ENRD) [Annette.Lang@usdoj.gov]; Dixon, Douglas [Dixon.Douglas@epa.gov]; dane.m.narode@hud.gov;
Courtney.B.Minor@hud.gov; Boseman, Anita [boseman.anita@epa.gov]; Chingcuanco, Leonardo
[Chingcuanco.Leonardo@epa.gov]; Fischer, Timothy [Fischer. Timothy@epa.gov]; Khandeshi, Sparsh (ENRD)
[Sparsh.Khandeshi@usdoj.gov]; Rolfes, Sarah [Rolfes.Sarah@epa.gov]; Thomas, Katherine
[thomas.katherine@epa.gov]
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Chicago Tribune Group Plans to Sue EPA’s Pruitt Over East Chicago Coke Plant

http://chicagotonight. witw.com/2017/10/08/group-plans-sue-epa-s-pruitt-over-east-chicago-coke-plant
Group Plans to Sue EPA’s Pruitt Over East Chicago Coke Plant
Alex Ruppenthal | Ootober 8 2017 552 pm

A group representing residents in Southeast Chicagoe and Northwest Indiana plans to sue EPA
Administrator Scott Pruitt over an East Chicago steelmaking facility that regulators have identified as
one of the area’s top poliuters.

Keith Harley, a lawyer who represents Southeast Environmental Task Force, sent a letter Friday {o
Pruitt stating the SETF's intent to sue over his failure {o respond to the organization’s petition for
denial of a proposed permit for indiana Harbor Coke Co., which processes coal info coke that is used
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to make steel (Coke is different from petroleum coke, or petcoke, which is derived during the oll
refining process. )

On July 11, SETF wrote Pruitt asking the EPA to withhold a permit renewal for the company’s coke
ovens until i resolved ongoing air pollution issues that have resulted in hundreds of violations over
the past decade.

The Clean Air Act gives the EPA administrator 80 days o grant or deny such a petition. As of Friday,
the deadline had passed without a response from Pruitt, prompting Harley's letter to Pruitt on Oct. 5.

Renewal of the company’s operating permit is currently under consideration by the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management. In May, SETF reguested that IDEM hold a public hearing
regarding the permit. The department has yet {0 hold any such hearing.

“The big concern is that this type of operating permit should not be issued unless there s a schedule
of complance to address any violations,” Harley said. it wasn't clear that there was ever a ime under
ithe company's] previous permit that they were under compliance, and vel here was IDEM about to
issue them another permit without taking that into account.”

Since 2010, the EPA has cited Indiana Harbor Coke six times for violations of the Clean Air Act dating
o 2005, including exceeding emission limits for lead, high levels of which can cause brain damags,
especially in children. In the most recent violation notice, issued in June 2016, the EPA found that the
company was improperly sealing ovens and in turn failing to prevent the release of toxic gases.

‘s another pathway for lead into our community that is already soaked in lead because of [industrial]
legacy issues, contaminated water and now the aerial depositions from that facility,” said Thomas
Frank, an East Chicago resident and SBETF board member. “I's hugely serious, especially at the
scale they are operating. Just kind of imagine a tractor trailer, an 18-wheeler. That's [the size]of a
[coke] oven. There are 268 of those [at IHCC] That's the scale that they're operating on.”

More than 31,000 people live within a 3-mile radius of the coke facility, including nearly 10,000
children. About 40 percent of the residents are African-American, and nearly 50 percent are Hispanic,
according to EPA data.

The facility is owned by Lisle-based SunCoke Energy, which also owns coke plants in Hiinois and
Ohio that the EPA has cited for emitting high amounts of lead and other toxic chemicals. SunCoke
sells coke to ArcelorMittal, U S, Steel and other companies.

SunCoke has said it plans (o negotiate an agreement with the EPA {o resolve violations at the Indiana
Harbor Coke facility, according to public filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
As of now, Harley said SETF has “absolutely no independent verification” of any steps taken by the
company to resolve the violations.

“SunCoke Energy, Inc. and IHCC take their compliance obligations seriously,” SunCoke wrote in a
statement. “The company has met with SETF and also recently held a community mesting on Aug. 23
o provide information to the public and take questions. We are also working cooperatively with
relevant government agencies (e.g., EPA and 1DEM) to resolve the alleged environmental issues.”

East Chicago residents continue 1o face health risks associated with the city’'s industrial legacy,
including steel mills that remain active. Last year, East Chicago Mayor Anthony Copeland announced
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plans to demolish a housing complex where regulators have found toxic levels of lead and arsenic,
leaving about 1,000 residents in search of new homes.

I April, Pruitt visited East Chicago’s USS Lead Buperfund site to meet with residents of the city’s
lead-contaminated neighborhoods.

“Scott Pruitt has made very specific committments o East Chicago,” Harley said. "So there is a
context here to simply live up to those promises.”

Cfficials from EPA and IDEM did not immediately respond to requasts for comment.
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